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onions, and a salad made of small wild tomatoes and watercress. The wild tomatoes are no larger than cherries, but very well flavoured, and grow in the most obliging and convenient manner in the tangle of weeds about the kitchen-door. We thought our chef very extravagant in the way of vegetables, but all the dishes were excellent and well served. Our native servants, moreover, are highly picturesque, much more so than in other islands that I have visited; a few wear holakus, but there is a great deal more variety of dress than in either Hawaii or Tahiti, and the people here display more of the figure. Fauuma (one of our women) often wears a white lava-lava and a muslin scarf put round the neck and crossed over the bosom, which looks very cool and comfortable, though I do not quite see my way to following the fashion in my own case. At other times she wears a red lava-lava, made, I think, out of a discarded curtain, with two red and yellow handkerchiefs knotted on her shoulders, the one hanging down in front, the other behind. Lafaele's costume also varies considerably, but when he appears at meals he always wears a lava-lava of some bright colour,
Louis has taken a lease of a small ranch near us, called * Hunter's Rest.' The advantage of it is that we shall thus have plenty of oranges, coconuts, and bananas to supply our needs till our own trees are bearing, and we shall also have ample grazing for our horses and cows.